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We have seen that three years before the Armada
Elizabeth had lost the French alliance, which had till
then been the key-stone of her policy. Since then,
though aware that Henry in. wished her well, and that
he would thwart the Spanish faction as much as he
dared, she had not been able to count on him. He
might at any moment be pushed by Guise into an at-
tack on England, either with or without the concurrence
of Spain. The accession, therefore, of Henry IV. afforded
her great relief. In him she had a sure ally. It is
true that, like her other allies the Dutch, he was more
in a condition to require help than to afford it. But
the more work she provided for Philip in Holland or
France, the safer England would be. The armies of
the Holy League might be formidable to Henry; but
as long as he could hold them at bay they were not
dangerous to England. She had never quite got over
her scruple about helping the Dutch against their
lawful .sovereign. But Henry IV. was the legitimate
King of France, and she could heartily aid him to put
down his rebels. From 2000 to 5000 English troops
were therefore constantly serving in France down to
the peace of Vervins.

Philip, in defiance of the Salic law, claimed the
crown of France for his daughter in right of her mother,
who was a sister of Henry in. To Brittany he alleged
that she had a special claim, as being descended from
Anne of Brittany, which the Bourbons were not.
Brittany, therefore, he invaded at once by sea. Eliza-
beth, alarmed by the proximity of this Spanish force, de-
sired that her troops in France should be employed in
expelling it, and that they should be vigorously supported